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DEPARTMENT NF PURLIC WORKS
BEFHE THE STATE KNGINEER AND
CHI®E® OF THE DIVISITR OF WATER RES(TRCES

Decision &, 13834 D, __7hh
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In Attendmnca at Investigation Conducted dy the Mvision of Yater Resources

a S1t _ re Approprietion on CGclober 9413
E. ¥, Vredenburg Apnlicaent
Lilly Meialty A downsirean user
¥. %, Bleaksles 4 downstresnm uger
L. 8. Rhodes A downstiresanm user
Harry ¥ortinsen - A downstrean user
A, 5. ¥heeler Senior Hydrsulic Engineer,

Avision of “ater Resources,
Department of Public ¥orks,
Representing the State Engineer,

Fdward F. Ponl Junior Hydraulic Engineer,
Mvision of ¥ater Resources,
Department of Public Works,
0o
OFINION
Gene Descripting of the Proje

The apnlicent seeks to appropriate 3 cublc fest per second, year-

round, amd 1 scre~faot per annum, the latter to be accumulated between Nci-der 1




of each year and June 1 of the year following. Diversion iz to be effected
by mseans of a concrate and earth-f111 dam, 8 feet high by 20 feet long. The
‘dam ig to create ap onestream reservolr § scre in surface ares snd 1 acre
faot in capacity, The proposed point of diversion ise described as belng
locnted on Troutdales Creek 1600 fset north apd 50 feet sagt of the SV corner
of Sectim 3, TLON R7W, MDMM, That point appears from the spplication map
%o be an apprecisble distance (perhape 300 feet} above the ‘dam. The divertsd
water is to pasg through 500 linesl feet of emrth ditch and 75 lineal feet
af 10 inch disweter pive, successively, delivering inio a fieh pond or ponde,
After use for fish culture (fish population spproximately £0,000) the water is
‘to he returned to the stream. Domestic use (extent unstated) 1s alvo
contemplated for household purnoses snd gorden waltering. In addition to the
right sought under the mpplication the applicent asserts . r!varian right.
Protest

e City of ¥Wintsrs protests that the div~reion proposed by the
spolicant would decresse the amount of water available for the replenishument
of the underground supply upon which it is dependent, It clalums a right Lo use
wvater from the source filed upon, by virtue of riparisn ownership, ownership
of overlying lands and beneficial use since prior to Deceamber, 1914, It states
that it uses water for domestic purnnses and fire protection, thet use sxtends
throughout the year, that maximam use occurs from April through Novesber and
that carrent use is of the order of 70,000,000 gallons yearly. It describes
{ts point of diversion as being located nlong the north side of Putah Creek,
L miles mest of ths mouth of Putsh Canyon. It states further:

P




¥the City of ¥inters i{s entirely dependent upon
water from Putah Cresk runoff, which percolates
into the wnderground water strats, largely in
the gravel heds along the stream course west of
tovn, and which is then brought to the surfece
by pumps. Yhen any wvater ia diverted from the
Creak before it can yreach the underground strata
from wvhich this area is fed, 1t will mesn lees
untar for the wells nf the Oity of Winters and
st a tize when the underground water storage is
belng expended more rapidly than 1t 1s being
revlenished,

BYer
Relevant statenents contained in the applicant's ansver arei
e feal that thare are absolutely po grounds
for this protest « = =, Y& take the water out
at one vart of the creek near our boundary and
the sane amount of welep snters the crsek about
100 yords BELOW w w =,

HThere ig absolutely no intention of decrensing
the water sunply.

Hiecording to our riparian rights we can dlvert

thig weter for our own use as we are diverting and
renlecing the water on nur own property.®

Field Investigation
The apnlicant snd the protestant having stipuleted to sp informal
hearing ag provided for in Sectiomn 733(b) of the {aliforpia Adsinistpative
Code, Title 27, Vaters, a field investigation was conducted et the site of
the propnsed appropriation on Octcober 17, 1951 by an engzineer of the Mvision.
The apriicant was nrasent during the investigation, The p:ﬂtestm\t was
nrepreseated,
cords d_Upor
Applicetion 1834 and all data and inforantion on file therswith.




Discuselon
Aceoréing tn the veport covering the investigation of Octcber 17,

1951, Troutdale Gi»eek. heads on the sasatern silope of #t, St. Helene, dralning
ahmat 2k square niles (above the applicent's dam) of heavily wooded watershed
vhere ralnfnll mversges enme 60 \nches; Troutdale Creek is iridulery via S5t,
Helens Creek to Putah Cresk; the flow of Troutdale Cresk at the applicent's
tntakes at the time of the investigation was of the order of # cubic foot per
second, an avount which the water users nresent agreed was reprasentative of
1ovw water eonditions; Toll House Creek which enters Troutdale Creek jnst below
the applicant's yproject was sdding sbout + cubie fool per second and between
that crsek junction snd Mddlatown (some 7 milss farther downetrees) additionsl
aceretions vere obeerved, According to the seame report the applicant has
constructed s diversion dam & fest high by 70 feet long withr a 72 inch
dlamster pire outlet equipped vith fiash boerds, and hng Installed 150 lineal
feet of an 8 inch riveted stesl nipe line which he vroposes to extend sowe 450
faet forther 5o as to deliver into & circulsr reserveir, 1,2 ncre-feet in
capacity, nlready built snd intended to be used exclusively for fish culture,
iccording to the report, furtrer, the pips line will be capable of carrying
about 1.25 cubic feet per second and, since the applicant obtains water for

his resort (¥omntain i1l Lodge) by means of » pipe line heeding on Toll

Bouse Creek, he sxmects to use vater from Troutdsle Creek only for fish culture

and for domestic use st a caretakerts cabin which may be hullt near the reservoir,
With reference to the City of Winters the report of invastigation

states that that City diverts from wells ~djacent to Putah Creek for general

miaicipal purposes in serving a populstion, sccording to the 1950 census,

of 1265 persons, that it densnds mainly upon Putah Creek for recharging the




underground basin frou which it punps, and that itspuups are about 75 mlles
downstream from the applicant's project.

Wth refersnce to diversions by the downstiraam users vho were
present during the investization the report states that the McHNulty diversion
hende on Toll House Creek snd will therefore be unaffected by the propmed
diversion on Troutdales (reek; that Mp,3leakslce pwaps ai a polnt adbout 3.5
mlles downstream from the applicant at a rate not excesding 0.25 cubic fool
rer secmd, irrizating 20 scres of alfelfa from ¥ay 15 through Octoder; that
¥r. Rhodes' diversion hesds gbout & miles downstrean from the applicant and
supplies a O scre nlanting from May 1 to the end of October; and that Mr,
Mortinscn, some 8 miles below the applicant, pumps 0.C4 cubic fent per second
from May 1 through Octoder for the irrigntion of 3 acres. Aecording to the
report thess four parties, after acquainting themsslves with the detsils
of the applicent's project, agreed that that vroject would not affect them
and stzted that they had no objection to approvel of his application.

The report of investigation contains a comment to the effect that
the stream channel is lined with a heavy growth of brush and trees and that
transpiration losses therein are therefore prababiy greater than lossss that
would occur by bypassing the wster through the pipe line and reservoir and
back into the strasm as the applicant proposes to do, and that users downsiream
including the protestant, would therefore be benefitad rather than injured,
1f the applicant's plan is carried out.

spart from the inforsation cmtained in the report of investigation

there remsins to be considered the flow of Putah Creek end the conflict if eny




between Application 13874 and eariier fillngs on that sirean.

The U,.%. Geological Survey has maintained s gaging stetion on
Putah Creek at a point anvroximately 6 miles wesi of Winters since June, 1930,
Roughly 1.5 mlles below the V5G5S gage Putah Creek ezerges from Putah Creek
Canyon. Houghly & miles farther downstream is lec_ated the City of winters
intake, ¥n fllings are of recoyd betwesn the USGS gege mpd the City intske,
Ascording to the Water Supply Papers some 614 sguere miles of drainage area
110 above the USCS gage and discharge at the gage hms aversged 474 cubic feet
par second and has renged from a maximum of 70, 500 cubic feet per second to
a waipinum ni‘ 0.3 cubic foot per second. In the waler year 1946-47 which was
a year of subnormal ranoff, monthly memn discharges el the gege under discussion,

in cudbic feet ner second, are recorded as follows!

etober h‘o%
Hoverher 11l
Decacher 34
January Mt:.é
Fobruary 71
Hereh 736
Anril 263
¥ay ho,6
June 252
July £.08
Sentenbey be12
Yaar 179

hviously the flow pessing the USCS gage greatly excesds the demsnds made upon
it by the City of ¥inters, which according to its protest are of the order
of 70 000 000 gallons per aanum or sbout 0.3 cubic foot per sscond.

Farlier filings upon waters of Putsh Creek includes the following:
Applicetion 11168 for 1,000,000 acre-fest pér annus for power purposes,
Applicatinn 11160 far 1,000,000 acre-feet per annum for lrrligetion, domectic
minicipal, industrial, recreational and sallnity cotrol purposes, Application




12578 for 995 cublc feel per second and 600,000 acre-feet per annum for
irrigation, domestic and salinity cgntrni purpases and Application 12716
for 995 cublc feet per second and 600,000 acre-fest par.amnm for municipal
purposes, These applicetions all stand in the name of the United States
Buresu of Reclmustion, They all contemplate diversion at a polnt within
_Ssct_.irm 2, T8N %2¥, seld point belng roughly 1 mile upstrean frow the USGS
gege. Tone of them is as yet complete. In the aggregete they cover more
water than ordinarily flows im Putah Cresk. If those mpplications are
e¢oupletead, approved and the praojects umlaf them gome into operation, there may
be no water available for diversion under junior epplications such s
Application 19834, They are not a bar however to use under » junior apnrlication
until projects which they contewmplate are in a vorition to utilize substantlally .
the full flow of the styenn,
Sumaary and Conclusinpg

e data indicste that the usss proposed by the applicant are in
the maln noneconsusptive, that such consumptive use ns the applicant say
valkte is relatively insignificant and will not interfare with the exercise
of existing rights by dowmstreaa users including the protestant and that
anappropristed vater currently exists. The date further indlcate that
applications senior to Application 13834 have been flled covering smounts which
in the Wte exceed the normal flow of Putah Creek, that 17 in the future
the projects under such applicatlons become operatiocnal consumptive use under
ipplication 13834 may be obliged to cesse, but that umtil thet time, which is
unknown at nresent and may lie some yem shend, the water fiied upon hy the
spplicant may be used to adventspe in the sanner nroposed, without intsrference
with rights already vested, |




In vlew of the circumstances summarized this office iz of the
opluion that Application 19834 should de spproved apd pertit issued, sudject
to the ususl terns and conditions,

olo
DRDER

Application 13834 having been filed with the Divicion of Water
Resourcas as above statsd, = protest heving been flled, a stipulated heering
having been held and the State Englneer now being fully informed in the
presiees:

IT 15 KEREBY JRTERED that Application 13834 de approved and that
s permit he lssued ton the appliesnt, subject to such of the usual terss snd
conditione rs mey be anpropriste,

¥ITNESS my hand apd the seal of the Department of Public works
.0f the State of Californie this 27th dsy of May 1952.

Original si gﬁé%mzm
» - :
State Engineer

BHCidm




